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Large diameter pipelines and culverts represent the backbone of any 
city’s utility network for the collection and disposal of sewerage and 
effective drainage of stormwater. The need arises to consider the 
means by which the structural rehabilitation of these pipelines and 
ducts can be achieved whereby a new, 100-years plus life expectancy 
can be provided with a high degree of confidence. Channeline 
international has been providing bespoke Structural Glass Reinforced 
Plastic (GRP / FRP) lining systems since the early 1980’s, during which 
time we have accumulated unrivaled engineering and manufacturing 
experience for both Circular and Non-circular buried infrastructure 
worldwide. At Channeline, we are proud of our heritage and 
are committed to offering economic custom solutions to our 
existing and future customers in the Storm and Wastewater 
Sectors.

ANY SHAPE – ANY SIZE

Channeline International Fiber Glass Manufacturing L.L.C. 
P.O. Box 8091 Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates
Tel: +971 4 8848383 
Fax: +971 4 8848384
E-mail: timwebb@apsdubai.com /  
sales@channeline-international.com
Website: www.channeline-international.com

CHANNELINE
GRP Structural Lining Systems

Beyond the Ordinary

Channeline International North America 
Tel: +1 514 2424495
E-mail: andysherwin@channeline-international.com

Applications:
• Sewer Main Pipelines
• Sewer Overflow Pipelines
• Sewer Interceptor Pipelines
• Sewer Inverts
• Storm Water Drains
• Seawater Cooling Pipelines
• Large Diameter Culverts and Tunnels
• Railway & Road Culverts
• Manhole Liners
• Multisegmental Liners

PANELS SHOWN ABOVE ARE MANUFACTURED BY 
CHANNELINE

http://www.channeline-international.com


What a year we have in store for the global trenchless 
community – over the course of 2023 we will be running market 
leading events in no less than five different countries!

This year’s bumper events programme kicks off on 21 March at 
The Castleknock Hotel in the fair city of Dublin when we bring 
you the next in our ever-popular series of No-Dig Roadshows. 
Following on from last year’s hugely successful event in 
Warrington our Dublin Roadshow, which is held in conjunction 
with the UK Society for Trenchless Technology (UKSTT), will 
feature an expertly curated conference programme and stellar 
exhibition line-up.  Throughout the year further roadshows 
will also be taking place in Glasgow on the 15th June and Wales 
(Celtic Manor for all you golfers out there) on 21st November -an 
event that will also incorporate the UKSTT Annual Awards. 

Arguably the jewel in the crown of this year’s events calendar 
sees the return of the much-loved Trenchless Asia exhibition 
and conference to the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre on 
the 17th and 18th May. This is an event we’ve not been able 
to stage since 2018 (due to Covid) and our excitement about 
returning to Malaysia seems to be shared by our exhibitors and 
supporters from around the world. In fact, the event’s exhibition 
space is already close to 4000 square meters – a record for 
this highly respected and brilliantly attended event. So, if you 
haven’t already booked your stand please get in touch as soon 
as possible. I would also like to take this opportunity to say 
and extra special thank you to our Trenchless Asia Platinum 
sponsors JBP, Tangxing, USAE, Vermeer and XCMG.

Later in the year we jump continent once again, landing in 
Mexico for the ISTT’s 39th Annual No-Dig Conference and 
Exhibition which will be held at the Expo Santa Fe between the 
17th and 18th October.  Mexico is attracting major investment 
from around the world including China, the US, South Korea 
and Europe. As a result, Santa Fe will be the must-visit event for 
anyone looking to grow their business in the high growth Latin 
and North American markets or to witness, first-hand, the latest 
innovation, knowledge, and products from across the global 
trenchless industry. Closing out the year we will be in Cairo for 
Trenchless Egypt on 6-7 November, finishing up and incredible 
year of Trenchless Technology. 

The Westrade team and I look forward to seeing many of you 
at one (or more) of these fantastic events over the coming 
year. For more information on stand availability or sponsorship 
please drop me an email pharwood@westrade.co.uk.

Paul Harwood, Managing Director of 
event organiser Westrade Group Ltd, 
Publisher, Trenchless Works, 
Liaison, Board of Directors, 
International Society for Trenchless 
Technology

55

SPOTLIGHT

“Santa Fe will be the 
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grow their business 
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Latin and North 
American markets 
or to witness, 
first-hand, the 
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products from 
across the global 
trenchless industry.”
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The twelfth event in this outstanding series returns to Kuala Lumpur. 

TRENCHLESS ASIA 2023
17-18 May 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Book your stand today – shillyard@westrade.co.uk

Last few stands remaining
The spotlight will once again be on Kuala Lumpur as it 
hosts the most prestigious and exciting forum for trenchless 
technologists in Asia.

Book your stand now
TRENCHLESS ASIA is the major annual International gathering 
for trenchless technologists to meet and discuss the latest 
industry developments featuring: 
• Trenchless Technology
• Underground Infrastructure
• Pipeline Technologies
• Underground Utilities
• Trenchless Solutions for Urban Flooding
• Knowledge Transfer
• Green Technology

For more details regarding exhibiting and sponsorship opportunities please contact:
Paul Harwood at pharwood@westrade.co.uk or +44 (0)1923 723990
Stuart Hillyard at shillyard@westrade.co.uk or +44 (0)1923 723990

www.trenchlessasia.com

Organised by Supported by Official Media Partner

Media PartnerPlatinum Sponsors



RESEARCH BUILDS 
KNOWLEDGE ON 
CARBON AND WATER

“Sector-wide research is critical for navigating the myriad approaches 
that the water sector might pursue for reducing its carbon footprint and 
reaching net zero by 2030.” said Dan Green, head of sustainability and 
innovation at Wessex Water, and programme lead for UKWIR’s carbon 
research projects. 
The UK water sector has ambitious commitments to achieve net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions, and has produced the world’s first sector-wide net zero route-map. The drive 
to decarbonise also has big implications for the decisions that will be taken, and will affect 
everything from investment to day-to-day operations. 

Underpinning this agenda are some significant projects being undertaken by UK Water 
Industry Research (UKWIR) around reducing carbon emissions. UKWIR is responsible for 
shaping and facilitating the water industry’s collaborative research agenda, drawing on 
the input of its water company members across the UK and Ireland. This helps the water 
industry to tackle key challenges, now and in the future. 

UKWIR’s work is guided by 11 ‘Big Questions’ facing the water industry, including ‘How do 
we remove more carbon than we emit by 2050?’ This covers:

• Energy & transport – decarbonising through avoidance, efficiency and alternatives to 
fossil fuels

• Process emissions – minimising emissions through prevention, optimisation or capture

• Land use and carbon capture – maximising carbon sequestration potential

• Investment and procurement – minimising emissions in materials, consumables, 
products and services, and credible offsets

• Customers – reducing emissions related to customer behaviour

• Cross-cutting – low carbon, sustainable water cycle management

Measured improvement
Accurate measurement of greenhouse gas emissions is critical. As well as directing 
attention to activities with the largest emissions, having credible carbon accounting tools 
helps governments, regulators, stakeholders, and customers have confidence in the 
water industry’s ability to meet its carbon commitments. >

Dan Green
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The sector’s carbon accounting workbook, which is 
updated each year via UKWIR, provides a consistent 
method for water companies to report their emissions 
to regulators and other stakeholders. It is recognised as 
a leading piece of work, and few sectors have developed 
anything similar to date. 

Among UKWIR’s recently completed projects was the 
development of a land carbon sequestration tool. This 
enables quantification of emissions from water sector 
land holdings, and of how much CO2 is absorbed by 
different types of land cover. As a result, it also shows how 
CO2 absorption can be increased through activities such 
as peatland restoration, tree planting and better land 
management.

Carbon expenditure
UKWIR has also overseen a review of best practice for 
calculating whole-life carbon impacts and costs. As well 
as operational emissions over the entire lifespan of 
equipment, this includes the embodied carbon of capital 
investment schemes (also known as capital carbon), and 
the contribution of other supply chain emissions, such as 
those related to treatment chemicals.

UKWIR reviewed the tools currently available to water 
companies for estimating the capital carbon of new 
assets, and how they are used. These tools are becoming 
more standardised, but uptake has been variable across 
the sector. 

The research considered ways to ensure that capital 
carbon is properly assessed alongside operational 
emissions, that the sector meets the expectations of 
regulators and other stakeholders, and that carbon 
reductions are more routinely and consistently built into 
decision-making and reporting.

Adaption framework
UKWIR has also produced a common framework for 
climate change adaptation, which looks at how to assess 
risks from climate change and ensure there is a consistent 
approach to using climate projections in forecasting. 

These recently completed projects are a great example of 
how water sector collaboration can deliver highly relevant 
and usable tools and identify best practice, illustrating the 
potential for joint research on more critical issues.

Current projects
UKWIR’s current carbon projects are increasingly focusing 
on ways to lower carbon emissions and unlock value. 
One involves a review of evidence from around the world 
on the creation of charcoal from sewage sludge. While 
technologically challenging, such techniques can lock-
in carbon as an inert form that will not break down for 
hundreds of years. >
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A review is also underway of opportunities to generate renewably-sourced hydrogen – especially from 
wastewater - along with an assessment of the potential impact of this burgeoning sector due to its significant 
water demand.

UKWIR is also coordinating research on how to measure and manage emissions of methane and nitrous oxide, 
both of which are potent greenhouse gases, from water and wastewater treatment processes.

Implications for investment
Virtually everything that happens in the water sector has a carbon footprint. Moreover, work to improve water 
and wastewater services has tended to push carbon footprint in the wrong direction, because conventional 
investment typically involves carbon-intensive materials such as concrete, steels and plastics, and often requires 
large increases in energy or chemical use.

Looking ahead, it is necessary to apply understanding of emissions from both day-to-day operations and 
infrastructure improvements, to influence the way the condition of watercourses is improved, and to deliver 
other benefits for society and the environment. 

This will mean judging how and when to use ‘green’ or nature-based solutions such as catchment management, 
constructed wetlands and sustainable drainage; and when more carbon-intensive, conventional ‘grey’ solutions 
are the only option. 

The water sector will also need to make sure that its carbon assessment and reporting are credible, transparent 
and consistent. We also want to avoid duplicating research and to make sure that emerging knowledge is 
shared and used fully, leading to meaningful innovation and operational change. 

UKWIR’s approach to research, involving active collaboration across water companies and with the supply chain, 
regulators and academia, gives the water sector a better chance of not only achieving its net zero ambitions, but 
also working at the leading edge of carbon reduction across all industries. 

www.ukwir.org/big-questions-facing-uk-water-industry 
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NORTHERN IRELAND WATER 
ADOPTS SATELLITE LEAK 
DETECTION TECHNOLOGY

Northern Ireland Water is reaching for the stars by using leading-edge satellite 
leak detection technology in its aim to cut leakage to sustainable levels.
SUEZ Smart & Environmental Solutions and technology partner, ASTERRA UK, have been 
appointed to supply ASTERRA Recover satellite leak detection services to Northern Ireland 
Water Ltd. 

The contract, worth £2 million over four years, follows successful trials in the region. Over 
the past few years Northern Ireland Water has made progress in reducing leakage, but is 
committed to doing more. In PC21, the Northern Ireland Utility Regulator has set a target 
of 150 Ml/d by March 2027. 

The reductions in the level of leakage use satellite-mounted SAR technology to locate 
water leaking from underground pipes so that repairs can be planned and expedited 
in a more efficient way. With Recover, entire drinking water systems can be analysed 
instantaneously. Even leaks that are non-surfacing or have left no surface evidence at all 
can be located. 

Satellite leak detection represents the most significant advance in water leak detection 
in 80 years, being recognised as such by winning both an American Water Works 
Association Innovation award and a Japan Water Works award in 2021. Using algorithms 
that have been fine-tuned to recognise the signatures of water leaking from different 
systems, Recover locates points of interest, which are provided as GIS (Geographic 
Information System) data files; these files are overlaid with the pipe layer from the 
system owner to create a ‘highlighted pipe’ image. Compared to traditional leak detection 
services and methods, satellite-based leak detection technology not only identifies more 
leaks per day, it increases field crew efficiency by more than 300%. >

Satellites add to 
the armoury of 
techniques for 
leak detection.
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“NI Water is very much committed to reducing leakage. We will benefit 
from this step-change in approach as the situation is becoming 
increasingly more challenging and the influence of abnormal and severe 
weather is significant.” stated Stephen Havern, NI Water Networks Area 
Manager.

“ASTERRA’s innovative satellite leak detection technology can penetrate 
below the ground surface and will allow the field crews to significantly 
cut their search time for leaks. This will be a game changer for NI Water.” 
remarked Steve Baker, Managing Director of ASTERRA UK.

Nick Haskins, Business Development Manager at SUEZ, said: “We are 
delighted to have been awarded this contract and very much look forward 
to working together with Northern Ireland Water. The agreement reflects 
the needs of our changing world, providing a smart and environmental 
solution to the challenge of finding leaks.”

TRENCHLESS NEWS 11RETURN TO CONTENTS
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“NI Water is very 
much committed 
to reducing 
leakage. We will 
benefit from 
this step-change 
in approach as 
the situation 
is becoming 
increasingly more 
challenging and 
the influence of 
abnormal and 
severe weather is 
significant.”

Modern digital 
systems bring leakage 
information directly into 
the hands of engineers.

https://www.tracto-technik.com


DEMONSTRATING THE LATEST 
IBAK EQUIPMENT TO THE UK 
MARKET
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S1E recently offered exciting demonstrations of the latest IBAK equipment 
to a wide range of customers alongside its partners from IBAK and Falch.
The key points that captured the most attention included the sheer power of the UHP 
MicroGator GT Lite, and the flexibility of the modular system which allows the user to 
easily swap between both the Pneumatic and UHP cutters, as well as the Inspection 
cameras, with the same cable reel and control unit.

With the UHP cutter, powered by Falch, roots, liners, and even concrete can be quickly and 
easily cleared without any damage to the host pipe making it an ideal solution.

The MicroGator Air allows for quick re-openings of lateral connections after lining whilst 
also supplying enough power to cut through the toughest roots, and concrete.

Being able to get these products in front of S1E’s customers was highly valuable as they 
were able to see just how powerful they really are and visitors were able to get hands-on 
with the controls to find out how easily they can be operated.

S1E looks forward to continuing to work with IBAK to deliver and expand on more  
high-quality products and services as well as building new relationships with Falch which 
provides such powerful solutions to even the toughest of problems. 

www.s1e.co.uk

The IBAK UHP Microgator GT LITE 
camera inspection system with 
(inset) the Microgator Air Robot.

https://www.tracto-technik.com
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At Steve Vick International (SVI) developing the talents of its existing 
team members and gaining new talented people is at the forefront of 
its strategy. SVI is very proud to share the fantastic steps it is taking to 
support its people’s professional development.
SVI has recently on-boarded three new apprentices, all of whom come from the local 
area and who are carrying out qualifications and on-the-job training. The apprentices 
have the chance to gain a wealth of practical skills and academic knowledge, all while 
earning a competitive wage and achieving a nationally recognised qualification.

SVI has partnered with Wiltshire College to develop its apprenticeship programme 
and has recruited two new apprentices, Calum Bowler and Laurie Phillips. Both have 
started their Level 3 Engineering Technician – Technical Support qualification and are 
getting used to college life two days per week with three days practical experience 
based on site at the company’s Bradford on Avon headquarters in the development 
department. SVI is committed to supporting development routes that are right for 
the individual, the projects and future work they are taking on. The apprenticeship 
takes four years to complete and will end in summer 2026.

SVI has also partnered with Bath College and has recruited Theo Day who has 
started his Level 3 Engineering Technician – Mechatronics Maintenance qualification. 
Theo spends three days at college and two days on-site at SVI’s headquarters 
where he is gaining practical experience in the engineering department. As part of 
the apprenticeship SVI is committed to supporting the apprentices with structured 
training, reviews and open conversations around career progression.

Louise Clayton, HR Manager, said: “We are committed to helping young people 
develop careers within utilities engineering. It is important that, as a sector, we 
continue to invest in the future generation. Providing education, training and 
employment is beneficial for the people in the areas in which we work, and we strive 
to have a positive impact on local communities.”

One of the successful candidates, Laurie Phillips, from Trowbridge, commented: 
“I have been working on the level 3 Engineering Technician apprenticeship since 
September, which has given me an insight into what Steve Vick International does. 
I have enjoyed my apprenticeship so far and it is great to have a balance between 
working three days on site and two days in college. I am looking forward to the next 
four years of my apprenticeship and for what the future holds once I have qualified.”

STEVE VICK 
INTERNATIONAL 
ON-BOARDS 
LOCAL 
APPRENTICES

Theo Day, Calum Bowler 
and Laurie Phillips.

https://www.tracto-technik.com


ENSURING 
A PERFECT 
BALANCE 
IN WATER 
NETWORKS 
PRESSURE MANAGEMENT 
WITH CUTTING-EDGE PRVS 

As the need to strengthen water networks rises due to increasing 
urbanisation and the impact of climate change, effective pressure 
management is becoming indispensable. Pressure regulating valves 
(PRVs), in particular, can combat non-revenue water by preventing 
unnecessary mechanical stress and improving the longevity of 
networks. However, traditional PRVs are often made of metal and  
need to be serviced frequently. The answer lies in modern materials, 
a simple construction, and digital functionality. 
Every year, utilities worldwide lose 126 billion cubic meters of water and 
US$39 billion in revenue1. From a business point of view, this is classified as 
non-revenue water due to the discrepancy between the volume of water that 
is introduced into a water network and the volume that is actually billed to 
customers. Experts across the water sector agree that there are two major 
causes for this issue. On the one hand, utilities may experience commercial 
losses due to mismanagement. Problems include insufficient metering 
technology and billing data, but also corruption and theft. Physical losses, on the 
other hand, refer to problems within the network such as inadequate pressure 
management or the material and age of the pipes which can lead to leakages. 

Lightweight, versatile, maintenance-free, and connected 
While both commercial and physical losses must be addressed in the long-term, 
focusing on over-pressurised pipes is one of the most effective strategies to yield 
quick results. Studies have shown that reducing the pressure of water networks 
by 25% can cut water loss by up to 75%2. Here, PRVs are the ideal solution. 

On paper, they have a simple task: By facilitating precise pressure management, 
they bring complete balance into water networks. However, their components 
can cause headaches for operators. On the one hand, their mechanical 
construction tends to be quite complex, and they are often made of metal. 
Issues such as abrasion and corrosion lead to short maintenance intervals and 
therefore more labor and higher costs for utilities. Now, the newest generation 
of PRVs has overcome these challenges. >

NeoFlow is the newest 
generation of pressure 
regulating valves by  
GF Piping Systems  
(cross-section)
Source: GF Piping Systems 

SPONSORED BY:
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1Roland Liemberger & Alan Wyatt. “Quantifying the global non-revenue water problem” 
2EU Reference document “Good Practices on Leakage Management WFD CIS WG PoM” 
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The benefits already begin with the choice of material: Polymers lower the overall 
weight, enabling an easier handling, installation, and maintenance. Additionally, their 
material properties result in components that are corrosion-free as well as long-lasting. 
At the same time, modern PRVs forego the complex construction of traditional models 
and instead feature an axial flow design. This leads to a PRV that is nearly maintenance-
free and therefore highly cost-effective. Finally, modern PRVs offer digital functionality 
that allows operators to monitor a variety of parameters and further optimise their 
pressure management. 

NeoFlow by GF Piping Systems 
As a response to the current needs of the water sector, Swiss flow solutions provider 
GF Piping Systems has developed NeoFlow, the company’s newest pressure regulating 
valve. NeoFlow is designed to prevent over-pressurised pipes by ensuring an accurate 
and stable flow, as well as increased flow capacity. Thanks to its axial flow construction, 
the valve does not require an actuator stem or diaphragm and only consists of three 
primary components. Crucially, the valve is also less prone to cavitation damage. With 
a very compact polymer body, NeoFlow is corrosion-free and, in combination with 
its mechanical simplicity, has significantly longer maintenance intervals than metal 
alternatives. As the newest generation of PRV, the valve is also fitted with an integrated 
pilot valve that allows parameters such as flow and water quality to be monitored and 
controlled with additional equipment. Olivier Narbey, Senior Business Development 
Manager, Water Network Performance at GF Piping Systems, explains the importance 
of the product for the company: “The NeoFlow PRV provides water utilities with an 
easy entry into balanced pressure management and automated actuation, leading to 
a more sustainable distribution network, raising reliability, and simplifying the life of 
operators and installers of water networks worldwide. Combined with our campaign 
“Solving Water Loss for Life”, we want to raise awareness about non-revenue water and 
provide solutions that make a difference.” 

Overcoming topographical constraints with NeoFlow 
The district of Cochem-Zell is located in Rhineland Palatinate, Germany, and has 
around 60,000 residents. To provide them with potable water, the local network has 
a length of 1,400 kilometres and an annual flow volume of 4.2 million cubic metres. 
However, due to the proximity of the Mosel valley, the network is faced with large 
elevation changes between the main storage facility “Klausberg” and the city of >

With its compact 
dimensions 
and low weight, 
NeoFlow can be 
quickly and easily 
installed. 

Source: GF Piping 
Systems 

“Studies have 
shown that 
reducing the 
pressure of water 
networks by 25% 
can cut water loss 
by up to 75%.”
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Cochem. Potable water arrives with a pressure of 9 bar which is then then reduced 
to 1.5 bar with the help of PRVs. Additionally, the flow volume strongly fluctuates 
because of a winery and a golf resort in the area. Previously, the pressure regulating 
valves in the system were made of metal, however their internal components had 
to be laboriously serviced every two years, and they were susceptible to cavitation 
damage. The district water works Cochem-Zell therefore made the decision to replace 
their pressure regulating valves with NeoFlow. 

Initially, the district waterworks Cochem-Zell and GF Piping Systems installed several 
data loggers throughout the network. They documented the pressure characteristics 
as well as flow rates and could therefore define the dimensions and settings of the 
new NeoFlow valves. The result was a trouble-free operation that is now perfectly 
adapted to the elevation changes and variable pressures. Thanks to the compact 
installation length, the previous DN150 metal valve could be replaced by two NeoFlow 
valves. Together, they progressively reduce the pressure from 9 bar to 1.5 bar – 
without cavitation damage.

A complete network overhaul in Australia
Mer Island in the Torres Strait at the very northern end of the Great Barrier Reef is 
home to 500 people. Previously, the community only had access to water for only 3 – 
6 hours a day as the highly volatile network could not meet demand and was difficult 
to operate and maintain. As a result, losses were significant, and a proactive approach 
to preventing water loss was urgently required in order to scale up supply while 
meeting local logistical challenges. To achieve a rapid reduction in disruptions and 
establish an ongoing, reliable supply, the decision was made to overhaul the network. 

NeoFlow pressure regulating valves were chosen to equip new pressure supply 
zones and could be installed by local operations teams following online training. The 
two new pressure supply zones formed a basis for advanced pressure controllers. 
Once the system was up and running, the network could immediately operate at the 
calibrated target pressure, with volatility a thing of the past. Within the next four to six 
weeks, levels at the rain-water catchment and water storage lagoons reached nearly 
100%. Expensive and energy-hungry portable desalination units could be switched off. 
The community of Mer Island now has access to round-the-clock water for the first 
time in 20 years. 

www.gfps.com

Thanks to NeoFlow, the 
community of Mer Island 
now has access to round-
the-clock water for the first 
time in 20 years. 

Source: AIMS | eAtlas | 
Credit: Ray Berkelmans
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The industry leading trenchless technique learning centre is now available at the 
industry’s fingertips with the launch of HammerHead’s learning management 
system, HammerHead University Online.
This free online learning platform offers courses covering a variety of HammerHead’s 
products, including Bluelight CIPP, PortaBurst PB30, static and pneumatic bursting, point 
repair, along with product documentation like user manuals.

Sarah Newman, Sr. Instructional Designer at HammerHead Trenchless has spent the 
last three and a half years creating content and building this platform. “Taking online 
courses prepares our customers for instructor-led training and can be used to refresh 
their memory, on demand.” Newman said. While this is not the first learning system in the 
market, it is the first of its kind. “The entire focus is first- class training and support for our 
customers.” Newman added. “HHU Online takes our customers from an introduction to a 
product or technique to hands-on training with our technical experts.” she continued. HHU 
Online features online user guides with short, easy-to-follow instructions and checklists for 
customers who need a refresher. For customers wanting to stay up to date on the latest 
techniques and advancements in the field HHU Online offers advanced eLearning courses.

HHU Online allows participants to receive certification, maintain their certification and 
recertify, if necessary. “Certification happens when you combine the online training with 
instructor-led training onsite or in our university.” Newman said. “You can use these 
courses as Continuing Education to maintain your certification, or you can recertify with an 
instructor if your certification is not maintained.” she added.

At HammerHead customers are considered a trusted source when testing all new products. 
When creating the LMS, this was treated no differently. A group of 19 customers beta tested 
HHU Online and provided feedback to the team. “The group is a mixture of customers who 
have trained in the University and who have had our trainers on their job site.” said Joe 
Walsh, Technical Services and Learning Coordinator.

Newman added that the test group’s feedback was used to refine the navigation and 
build out discussion forums. “The discussion forums are a place for customers to share 
their experiences, learn from one another, and get advice from other contractors and 
HammerHead’s experts.” she said. 

HHU Online is currently free and open for all customers. “This provides a third option for 
continuing education and is cost effective.” Walsh said. “Coming to the university or having a 
trainer onsite is a paid service and it also takes employees out of the field.” he added. 

HHU Online is mobile-friendly and can be used on any computer, tablet, or phone, whether 
on the jobsite or in the office. Courses will update as products update, and new courses will 
available quarterly. “New content will be decided by the voice of the customer, new product 
releases and our certification paths.” Newman said. “Unlike our university campus, there is 
no limit to class size and your company can have as many logins as necessary.” 

www.training.hammerheadtrenchless.com 
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The United Nations Climate Change Conference, more commonly known as 
the Conference Of Parties (COP27) recently concluded. Governments, charities, 
community groups, think tanks, businesses, and faith groups from across the 
globe came together in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt in pursuit of one common goal: 
turning ambition into effective climate action.
In April this year, M Group Services (MGS) wrote to the UN committing to join the UN 
Global Compact (UNGC), the world’s largest corporate sustainability initiative. Across its 
Divisions, the company is beginning to embrace this initiative. Membership of the UNGC is 
an opportunity for the Group to continue to learn, be forward-thinking and consider ways 
to work with people and protect the environment.

MGS is also a member of the Science Based Targets initiative which is helping the company 
to design a strategy to reach its targets of 50% reduction in carbon emissions by 2030 and 
net-zero by 2050.

In September, MGS launched its Carbon Reduction Group (CRG), with representation from 
each Division as well as Group Support. The aim of the CRG is to understand and develop 
the decarbonisation journey for operations and in service to clients.

Some of the measures the company is taking to tackle the climate crisis include: 

Water Division – Morrison Water Services has invested in multiple engineering methods 
to phase out carbon intensive operations. ePIPE, originally developed in the USA, is an 
innovative pipe restoration lining technology, an alternative to complete pipe replacement. 
Developed for pin-hole customer leakage, this technology has been adapted for the UK 
market to address this but also lead water quality issues. >

SPONSORED BY:
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M GROUP SERVICES IMPLEMENTING 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 

COP27 - 
environmental 
change for a 
greener, cleaner 
future.
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ePIPE is a sustainable solution with a significantly lower carbon footprint than pipe 
relay and can extend the lifespan of pipework by up to 50 years. When used in a 
major pilot study for Wessex Water in Bath earlier this year, the company saw lead 
levels reduced by 79%.

IWJS has been using dewatering screens and centrifuges to separate water from 
liquid waste. Most liquid waste contains over 90% water so by separating these, the 
team can substantially reduce the volume of waste being transported to disposal 
sites, reducing its carbon footprint.

Dewatering is a process that separates liquid-solid mixtures. Washing and cleaning 
the waste leads to a minimum of a 70% size reduction. This method offers the 
opportunity to recover and recycle materials such as fine grits which can be 
processed to produce grey sand and then recycled to manufacture cement blocks. 
Additionally, it can be processed further to produce a clean, uncontaminated sand 
which can be used as aggregate.

IWJS is working closely with leading waste experts and manufacturers to take this 
further, to find a solution for all wastewater streams delivering the goal of zero 
waste to landfill.

i&c is building protective electrical equipment kiosks made from 97% recycled 
materials by reprocessing plastic bottles. Over 5,000 plastic bottles are recycled 
in each 3 m x 3 m x 2.4 m glass reinforced plastic (GRP) kiosk. The bottles are cut 
into small pieces, washed down, and processed to be reused as polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) resin and PET foam core.

Energy Division – Morrison Data Services has secured a contract extension to 
continue rolling out EDF’s smart meters across the UK. This rollout is part of the 
government’s Smart Meter Implementation Programme (SMIP) which helps 
consumers in the UK manage their energy consumption. Being able to monitor 
energy usage means customers can adopt better energy habits, reduce their carbon 
footprint and have access to more accurate energy bills. These smart meters reduce 
demand for fossil fuels and lower the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

Earlier this year, Morrison Energy Services was awarded a place on Be.EV’s electric 
vehicle (EV) charging framework and has recently carried out another five charger 
installation projects. Each project covers the site surveys, feasibility studies, civils and 
electrical designs and electrical infrastructure installations. Be.EV’s approach focuses 
on concentrated regional roll-outs of public EV charging, with an even spread across 
communities and this ensures everybody, not just people in affluent areas, can 
make the switch to electric. The network has recently announced an investment 
of up to £110 million from Octopus Energy Generation to fund an additional 1,000 
charge points.

Other measures are also being undertaken in the company’s Transport Division; 
Telecom Division and in relation to Plant & Fleet operations.

MGS recognises that climate change does not just affect the environment, it 
also disproportionately affects those in poverty and experiencing other social 
inequalities. The company sees COP27 as an opportunity to learn from others and 
discuss how climate change is having a significant impact on communities across 
the globe.

MGS will continue to operate as sustainably and responsibly as possible, focusing on 
the relationship between the environment, social policy and governance in the large 
and small steps that it takes. 

SPONSORED BY:
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McElroy, one of the world’s leading designers and 
manufacturers of thermoplastic fusion equipment, recently 
announced the addition of a new distributor to sell and 
service fusion machinery in Scandinavia.
Bluegreen Technologies is a Stathelle, Norway-based company with 
a focus toward environmentally-friendly solutions in aquaculture, 
environmental technology, and traditional infrastructure. This includes 
industries like fish farming and CO2 capture and storage.

“We are thrilled to add Bluegreen to the McElroy network of 
distributors.” said CEO and President Chip McElroy. “Bluegreen 
exemplifies the qualities we look for in our distributors, including 
a commitment to furthering the use of HDPE and providing a solid 
support system for customers. We look forward to growing alongside 
Bluegreen in the Scandinavian market and continuing to play a crucial 
role in the fusible pipe industry.”

Bluegreen CEO Nils-Johan Tufte said his company was drawn to 
McElroy due to its continued focus on productivity, safety, and quality. 
“We appreciate productivity and quality.” Tufte said. “McElroy has 
a proven track record, is driving innovation, and we admire their 
business culture. Hence, we are fortunate to be their representatives 
in Scandinavia, and see a big potential in formalising our relationship.”

Bluegreen joins an extensive list of McElroy distributors around the 
globe that supply McElroy’s industry-leading thermoplastic butt fusion 
equipment. 

“As the acceptance and adoption of PE pipe continues to grow, it is 
exciting to be at the forefront of the industry and see our distributors, 
like Bluegreen, find ways to innovate and live up to our mission of 
making the world a better place.” McElroy said. 

www.McElroy.com

BLUEGREEN 
TECHNOLOGIES 
JOINS MCELROY 
AS SCANDINAVIAN 
DISTRIBUTOR

““McElroy has 
a proven track 
record, is driving 
innovation, 
and we admire 
their business 
culture. Hence, 
we are fortunate 
to be their 
representatives in 
Scandinavia, and 
see a big potential 
in formalising our 
relationship.”
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McElroy President and CEO Chip 
McElroy

McElroy, one of the world’s leading designers and 
manufacturers of thermoplastic fusion equipment, recently 
announced the addition of a fourth campus, to be housed in 
the recently purchased facilities occupied by Baker Hughes in 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, USA. 
“Our 68-year-old, second-generation family business has been blessed 
with significant growth since our last expansions in 2005 and 2013. Our 
existing campuses are operating at near or full capacity, and over the last 
18 months our company leadership has worked toward acquiring a new 
facility to address our market growth while maintaining our commitment 
to this great community where we live.” said McElroy President and CEO 
Chip McElroy.

In 2005, McElroy made a long-term strategic decision that all their 
manufacturing facilities would remain in northeast Oklahoma, and the 
company has not waivered on this commitment. Currently, McElroy 
operates with approximately 300,000 square feet of plant and office 
facilities covering 47 acres across three McElroy campuses, all in the 
Tulsa area. In the last decade, numerous product evolutions, along with 
product expansions, mean additional facilities are needed to support 
manufacturing and final assembly operations. 

“We are excited to announce McElroy expanding to Broken Arrow. 
They have a strong and longstanding reputation in our region for being 
dedicated employers and for providing innovative quality products. This 
is definitely a win for Broken Arrow and we are thrilled they will continue 
their upward trajectory in this facility. We believe they will be incredible 
partners with our community.” said Jennifer Conway, President and CEO 
of Broken Arrow Chamber and Economic Development Corporation. >

MCELROY 
ANNOUNCES NEW 
BROKEN ARROW 
CAMPUS
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This new facility will provide an additional 193,000 square 
feet of space for McElroy operations, including a planned 
showcase assembly operation responsible for roughly 
40% of McElroy’s annual business. The extensive office 
space available at the new Broken Arrow Campus will 
allow McElroy to relocate all customer-facing departments 
while providing for future growth needs as well. Other 
McElroy facilities at 5124 South 100th East Avenue  
and the legacy facilities at 833 North Fulton will be 
repurposed to support other product families in the 
growing product line. 

“Broken Arrow is a great city to do business in and we 
welcome McElroy. Our city continues to see growth and 
economic development thanks to announcements like 
this.” said Michael Spurgeon, Broken Arrow City Manager.

“This acquisition will pave the way for our growth over 
the next decade.” McElroy said. “It is exciting how well 
this industrial facility fits our needs, and we are equally 
proud to be increasing our investment and commitment 
to the greater North-eastern Oklahoma region. We are 
passionate about this business, and care deeply about 
creating a great work home for the approximately 370 
employees that we consider part of our extended ‘family’ 
and who make McElroy what it is today.” 

www.mcelroy.com
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Nils-Johan Tufte.
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The UK economy is unexpectedly shrinking due to a slump 
in production and services. Whilst analysts predicted that the 
economy would stagnate, its shrinking has raised fears that the 
UK might be closer to a recession than first thought. >

PROSPERING IN 
A PROBLEMATIC 
ECONOMY
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C&D at No-Dig Live 2022.
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With the base rate of interest increasing to 3% at the beginning of November and inflation 
now over 10%, the rising price of materials and supply chain difficulties are likely to continue. 
What’s more, the industry is noticing that money just does not stretch as far as it used to.

Tenacity in the trenchless community 
So, how can this be overcome in a challenging wider economic environment? 

Find Flexible Finance: Finding flexible funding to support a business will help not only 
survival, but allow a business to thrive. Asset finance can help to buy new equipment and 
business loans can be put in place to assist with operational costs.

Be sure to make the most of products such as the Recovery Loan Scheme, which has been 
re-launched by the UK Government to assist with business’ recovery post-pandemic. Crucial 
for larger fleets, flexible payments can be structured to suit busier periods of the year, which 
will in turn help to manage cash flow.

Keep Standards High: If looking to increase referrals and boost online reviews, businesses 
should aim to keep standards high. Ensuring that the company website is professional and 
any social media is up-to-date can go a long way towards portraying a business in its best 
light. Keeping a well-serviced and maintained fleet will amplify the professional appearance 
and it could be worth considering a business loan for necessary upgrades to help maintain 
this. The target audience should also be aware of the services offered and taking the time to 
maintain demand will go a long way towards maximising profitability.

Explore New Methods: Trenchless technologies and techniques are constantly evolving. 
Make sure the company has both the skills and machinery to adapt and take on a wide 
range of jobs. Old equipment has a tendency to fail in the cold of winter. Investing in new 
equipment always reflects well on a business, as having a more efficient machine with the 
latest features is attractive to prospects. What is more, they will cost less to run.

Interest rates are predicted to continue rising throughout 2023. If contemplating investing in 
a business, now is the time.

Charles & Dean is a broker that has been supporting businesses across the trenchless 
sector with finance solutions since 2011. The company has helped over 750 UK businesses 
to budget with certainty, release equity, increase cash flow, purchase equipment and 
fundamentally grow. Recently exhibiting at the 2022 No-Dig Live, Charles & Dean invited 
clients to bring their finest kit along, with Priority Plant’s Sweeper and Civil Safety Drainage 
Ltd’s JHL being particular favourites from the stand.
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Scott Weston, Contracts 
Manager, Claret 

Scott Weston is one of the newest Contracts Managers 
at Claret who has been brought in to build and to grow 
the company’s existing lining teams. He really is one 
of the nicest guys in the trenchless world and has a 
great ability to bring together like-minded individuals to 
achieve excellence.
Scott brings over 25 years of lining experience and knowledge 
to the business and has a real passion for cured in place pipe 
lining (CIPP). His drive, enthusiasm and his knowledge of material 
capabilities will enhance the teams’ abilities to deliver bigger and 
better projects for Claret Civil Engineering. 

Scott has delivered some of the largest lining projects across the 
UK for various water companies over his career with his ability 
to bring suppliers and people together to achieve success. He 
is much respected by his peers and clients for his commitment, 
understanding of projects and his ‘can-do’ attitude to deliver time 
and time again. 

His passions are his family and his love of Liverpool Football Club. 
Equally as important, are his love of innovation within the world of 
trenchless technology. He is constantly looking for that next idea 
that will benefit the world he surrounds himself with. 

With his attitude and knowledge, Claret is confident that he will 
play a key role for Claret Civil Engineering for many years to come.

CLARET APPOINTS 
NEW CONTRACTS 
MANAGER
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Once again, the Primus Line® technology turned out to be a rescuer in a 
situation of distress. Thanks to its availability through a local installation 
partner, a defective water main in a busy touristic district could be 
rehabilitated almost unnoticed.
Tarabya is an historic district of Istanbul, Turkey with about 18,000 inhabitants, 
located on the European shoreline of the Bosporus strait. It is famous for a 
residential area with wooden houses, hotels, restaurants and its yacht marina, a 
touristic hotspot. 

A pipeline operated by the Istanbul Water and Sewage Administration (ISKI) supplies 
the district with potable water. This DN500 pipeline, made of carbon steel, showed 
leaks and led to an increasing number of failures resulting in repeated interruptions, 
causing a nuisance for residents and business people. Therefore, the network 
operator decided to solve the problem. The pipeline passes through the Bosporus 
along the Marina in this prestigious area which has heavy traffic and numerous 
visitors. Given these conditions, the renovation of the defective 240 m long pipeline 
section with conventional methods was ruled out right from the start. Furthermore, 
the installation time frame for the rehabilitation project was very tight after the last 
disruption. So, the network operator opted for a trenchless rehabilitation solution 
with the Primus Line® technology. Primus Line installation partner Suka Çevre 
Teknolojileri had the liner required in stock so that the rehabilitation could start 
virtually immediately. >

The liner could 
be inserted via an 
existing manhole 
and only one 
additional 
excavation pit 
was required.

EMERGENCY REPAIR OF 
CRITICAL WATER SUPPLY 
MAIN AT THE BOSPORUS
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“Rädlinger 
Primus Line 
GmbH has 
realised 
various 
rehabilitation 
projects there 
since 2014, 
for example in 
locations such 
as Istanbul, 
Izmit or Dikili.”

The pipeline to be 
rehabilitated runs 
along Tarabya’s 
marina.

INSTALLATION
Access to the pipeline was provided via an existing manhole on one side of 
the pipeline route which reduced the number of other excavation pits to one. 
Before starting to install the liner, the existing host pipe was drained and Suka 
inspected it with a CCTV camera before cleaning. Primus Line’s long-term 
installation partner paid special attention to cleaning since carbon steel host 
pipes may contain protrusions. Insertion and inflation of the flexible, multi-
layered and aramid-reinforced, high-pressure liner followed. Subsequently, Suka 
fitters equipped the liner with appropriate connectors and reintegrated the 
rehabilitated pipeline into the network.

The project comprised just one single section. During the rehabilitation process, 
drinking water supply to the area was maintained via other pipelines so that 
there were no interruptions. Traffic and everyday life could go on unhindered. 
All in all, the project had as minimal impact as possible on both the environment 
and on people.

Primus Line in Turkey
Trenchless methods are very well received in Turkey. Rädlinger Primus Line 
GmbH has realised various rehabilitation projects there since 2014, for example 
in locations such as Istanbul, Izmit or Dikili. Most of the projects covered lengths 
of more than 1,000 m. Primus Line’s certified installation partner Suka Çevre 
Teknolojileri takes care of the execution on site.

Further rehabilitation activities are continuing. Another project for the renovation 
of a 2 km pipeline section in Istanbul is currently in the planning phase. 

www.primusline.com 

After having installed 
the special Primus 
Line® high-pressure 
connectors, the 
rehabilitated pipeline 
was reintegrated into 
the network.
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The protection liner to the ML2, part of Joseph Bazalgette’s transformative Victorian sewer 
system, will see civil engineering and infrastructure specialist Barhale install a 75 m length of 
non-structural liner. It will protect the 2 m diameter sewer while the Tunnel Boring Machines 
(TBMs) for HS2 pass beneath. 

The relining will take the form of a series of steel hoops installed at 600 mm intervals 
internally to the existing sewer with additional supports and bracing added between.

Access to install the liner will be provided by two shafts, one existing and one new. The 
latter will be constructed at a point where the route of HS2 will be in closest proximity to 
the sewer to optimise monitoring. The shaft will be constructed as a caisson but installed 
using underpinning from the collar rather than by jacking so avoiding pressure on the 19th 
Century, brick-constructed sewer. 

ML2 carries third party cables and additional measures have been put in place to ensure 
they are not disturbed. 

Steve Hills, Contracts Manager at Barhale, said that the work was an important measure.

“The ML2 has been an important part of the capital’s infrastructure for more than one 
hundred years.” he said. “While it has more than stood the test of time, it is prudent to make 
sure that it is fully protected as HS2’s TBMs pass below. Every element of these works has 
been carefully planned and designed so that there is the least impact on the sewer through 
construction and the maximum protection afforded for the future. That design philosophy 
of minimising impact has also extended above ground where we have planned to minimise 
disruption as we negotiate an historic part of London around Regents Park.”

SPONSORED BY:

BARHALE TO INSTALL 
CRITICAL NORTH LONDON 
SEWER REINFORCEMENT 
Barhale has been awarded a £4.5 million contract by Thames Water to install a 
protective liner to minimise the impact of a third party tunnel boring machine on 
north London’s important Middle Level Two (ML2) Sewer.
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Crew training was 
an important part 
of the process.
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Anglian Water’s IMR WR partner Clancy Group approached S1E and Picote 
Solutions to demonstrate a lateral collar system on a flood mitigation project.
Due to the high-water table in the scheme area, infiltration has been identified 
requiring sealing around a number of laterals in a previously relined sewer.
The work would reduce, if not eliminate, potential ground water inflow and 
infiltration thereby improving the flow capacity of the main. The existing main 
was DN150 pipe with DN100 lateral connections.
INSTALLATION
After assessing the available products for the project, IMR-WR Clancy’s selected 
the recently launched Picote Connection Collar system 2.0 for the installations. The 
product was supplied by Picote reseller and service centre S1E. >

SPONSORED BY:

ENSURING CONTINUING 
LONG LIFE FOR RELINED 
SEWERS 
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Preparing a 
connection collar 
for insertion.
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The works were completed in just one day, which included installation of the new 
connection collars as well as training and demonstration of the new system to Clancy’s 
Lining Manager Steve Mason and site operatives.

The only obstacle on the day was that the original manhole used for the lining works 
a decade ago was now part of a car park and so was not available to use for the collar 
installations. The installation team assessed the potential location of nearby accesses 
and selected a new access point which allowed the works to be completed. All works 
were undertaken using Standard C8 NRASW and standard Confined space regulations 
to install the DN150/DN100 Picote Connection Collars required.

PICOTE CONNECTION COLLARS
The Picote Connection collar system 2.0 is next generation Connection Collar System 
from Picote. The system provides a 360° resin cured connection rehabilitation system 
that mechanically bonds to all pipe types. The unique, fully taped-seam Connection 
Collars and custom Push Rods allow users to quickly and easily install and rehabilitate 
connections. The system also offers the option to cure the installed connection with 
steam curing for even faster project completion. 

Access using the system can be obtained from the main pipeline or via the lateral 
connection itself. 

One of the advantages of the new systems is that the Push rods are of a thicker design 
allowing the collar to be pushed further into the pipeline then the previous system. 
This reduced the access requirements where laterals need to be connected further 
into the existing lined main than before.

The new 2.0 system is available for Main Line Pipe Diameters of DN100 to DN225 (4 
in to 9 in diameter) and Connection Pipe Diameters from DN50 to DN225 (2 in to 9 in 
diameter). It is installed with Normal Air Pressure of 0.3 to 1.5 bar (4.4 to 21.8 psi). >

https://www.tracto-technik.com
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“We are 
delighted that 
the Connection 
Collar 2.0 
System is now 
available. We 
are grateful 
for the 
collaboration 
with S1E 
and Clancy 
Group on this 
project for 
Anglian Water, 
especially for 
their patience 
while we waited 
for updated 
components.”

The main benefits of the new Connection Collar 2.0 system include: 

• Seals the main pipeline and lateral connection.

• Protects against infiltration and exfiltration.

• It can be used in lined or unlined pipes.

• Available for standard T and Y connections, and even double connections with 90° 
or 180° angles between them.

• Fully Taped Seams eliminate the risk of resin leakage to create a high-quality 
connection.

• Black Seam Thread makes it very easy to visually line up the connection for perfect 
installations

• The one-way Steam Port inclusion allows users the option of steam curing, whilst 
retaining the capability of vacuuming down the Bladder to ease post-curing 
equipment removal.

• Custom Push Rods address the need to have a solution that is both strong enough 
for pushing and rotation, while also flexible enough to navigate multiple bends.

For Picote Dawn Greig, Senior Director commented: “We are delighted that the 
Connection Collar 2.0 System is now available. We are grateful for the collaboration 
with S1E and Clancy Group on this project for Anglian Water, especially for their 
patience while we waited for updated components. Infiltration and exfiltration is a 
problem everywhere, with this system you can quickly and easily make repairs that 
strengthen the mainline and the lateral simultaneously, significantly reducing the 
need for future repair works. The system can be used in conjunction with CIPP lining 
or by itself to seal defective connections and junctions.”

https://www.picotesolutions.com/
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Working with Colus Ltd and CPC on behalf of Severn Trent Water, Sanivar 
recently installed the first ever 450 mm diameter pull through SaniTube liner, 
a world first for this diameter.
In a challenging environment with the potential for high customer disruption amongst 
business and residential stakeholders, the project at Cheslyn Hay, near Cannock, UK 
demanded a unique solution that provided both structural integrity and high resistance to 
abrasion.

The project required the refurbishment of a 180 m long section of 500 mm diameter 
rising main, which could not be replaced using open cut methods as its course ran 
through an industrial estate and under above-ground infrastructure, including aquatic 
tanks and commercial greenhouses. 

On account of the main’s high abrasion levels, the cast iron pipe, which was approximately 
50 years old, had worn to a depth of 10 mm. The aggressive environment and high 
operating pressures meant that the lining solution needed to offer structural integrity, 
resistance to pressures from -1 to 10 bar and resistance to abrasion. >

Installing the 
SaniTube liner

NEW DIAMETER RECORD 
FOR SANITUBE PULL 
THROUGH LINER
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The SaniTube 
liner onsite on 
its transport 
reel.

SaniTube offered the required level of abrasion resistance but despite withstanding 
pressures of up to 16 bar, is not a full structural liner. The newly launched 450 mm 
diameter liner can inflate to 490 mm diameter under 5 bar pressure, which is sufficient 
to meet flow requirements. A structural liner was then installed to restore asset integrity 
and to meet the abrasion resistance. To protect the relined asset, SaniTube was used as a 
sacrificial liner.

An 8 mm thick Berolina HF liner was used to restore structural integrity to the main and 
after analysing the potential of transferring negative pressure from one liner to the other it 
was decided that SaniTube offered the optimum protection against abrasion and negative 
pressure.

Due to the excessive mitigation involved in tankering from the pumping station, there were 
cost implications associated with having the main offline for a considerable amount of 
time, so both CPC Civils and Colus worked around the clock to minimise completion time.

Installation
Works began with Colus providing a JHL super recycler, UHP cutter and mainline camera 
team. The cleaning of the cast iron pipe was conducted successfully, with the camera 
ensuring that the pipe was completely clean and that no further damage had been 
incurred. 

Just 24 hours later the pipe’s UV liner was installed, cured and cut out in preparation for the 
installation of the 450 mm diameter SaniTube the following morning.

The final part of the project was conducted by Colus’ specialist pressure pipe lining team, 
which started the installation process of the 450 mm diameter SaniTube. Once in place 
and expanded to the manufacturer’s guidelines, the team got to work fitting the SaniGrips, 
which hold the liner in place.

Tim Farley, Business Development Manager at Sanivar, said: “This complex project 
demanded an innovative solution and the flexibility of SaniTube made it the optimum 
choice to provide a total solution that restored structural integrity, provided abrasion 
resistance and critically minimised costs and customer disruption.”

The works were started and completed in less than 60 hours. During this time, the 
team managed to rehabilitate the host pipe and extend its life span by 80 years, as well 
as installing a unique SaniTube product with a minimum life span of 25 years against 
abrasion.

www.sanivar.co.uk/

https://www.tracto-technik.com
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NEW YEAR’S HOLE-OUT 
IN TEXAS
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It was a great start to the New Year in 2023 for the Melcar Group as its 
Akkerman SL82P MTBM holed-out on the Sims Bayou tunnel project 
in Houston, Texas, USA. The US$18.9 million project was designed to 
increase the overall capacity of the region’s drinking water by making the 
critical connection of the large diameter water pipeline from one of the 
City’s treatment plants. Since the 524 ft (159.7 m) microtunnel was the last 
segment of infrastructure to be installed, project representatives as well as 
the 285,000 plus residents of the Sims Bayou watershed are pleased to see 
the project completed. >

Lowering the TBM 
into the launch 
shaft.
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Awarded in the autumn of 2017, the estimated construction schedule for the entire 
scope of the project was originally 655 calendar days (21 months) to complete, 
however shaft construction proved to be extremely difficult along Houston’s Sims 
Bayou which caused delays. A combination of flowing ground and high hydrostatic 
forces created safety issues during the initial shaft construction which require project 
teams to mitigate prior to tunnelling.

The Melcar Group mobilised its Akkerman SL82P slurry microtunnelling system to the 
Sims Bayou project jobsite in the autumn of 2022 while the launch shaft construction 
was being safely completed. The SL82P MTBM included a mixed face cutterhead 
designed for the varying soil strata with running sand and significant ground water. 
To battle the extreme hydrostatic loads that hindered shaft construction, Akkerman 
supplied a launch portal and pipe brake that integrated with the MTBM jacking 
system to maintain face balance and eliminate any push-back that may occur. The 
periphery-drive MTBM was powered by a 400 hp onboard electric power pack 
and could produce over 350,000 ftlb (474,500 Nm) of torque while being remotely 
controlled and monitored from above ground.

Melcar launched the Akkerman SL82P on 9 December and it arrived at the reception 
shaft on line and grade after 23 days of operation. Although the installation time 
for a 20 ft (6 m) section of 80 in (2,032 mm) diameter steel casing averaged just over 
two hours during the microtunnelling process, setting additional sections of pipe 
in the launch shaft often required the remainder of the shift. Since microtunnelling 
was originally scheduled to begin in 2020, the stored pipe developed inconsistencies 
that required attention before it could be put together. This limited the crew to an 
average of around 20 ft (6 m) per shift with a few days installing 40 ft (12 m) per shift. 
Other factors contributing to production levels including very limited site space with 
only 4,700 ft2 (437 m2). of laydown and setup area, pipe staging 0.90 miles (1.5 km) 
away, deep shaft depths and working in a densely populated residential >

“To battle the 
extreme hydrostatic 
loads that hindered 
shaft construction, 
Akkerman supplied 
a launch portal and 
pipe brake that 
integrated with 
the MTBM jacking 
system to maintain 
face balance and 
eliminate any push-
back that may occur.”

Melcar Group mobilised 
its Akkerman SL82P slurry 
microtunnelling system to the 
Sims Bayou project.
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Retrieving 
the TBM on 
completion of 
the drive.

neighbourhood. Overall thrust loads gradually increased along the alignment and 
a sealed intermediate jacking station was installed, however not used. With the 
assistance of an Akkerman MTBM technician that was onsite for the duration of 
the tunnelling, daily operations were monitored including the break-out thrust 
which peaked at 625 t and quickly dropped to a dynamic thrust load of 320 t after 
movement and additional lubrication was applied.

The City of Houston has a history of using innovative approaches while enhancing 
their public works infrastructure. As early as the 1940’s, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USCOE) and the local flood control district worked with the local 
community to strategise a plan to widen the Sims Bayou for flood and erosion 
control while maintaining natural ecosystem to encourage habitat diversity. The 
reconstruction of the Sims Bayou was the first of its kind to incorporate this type 
of floodway construction and has influenced other professionals to seek similar 
innovative solutions. Today, the City of Houston is using innovative trenchless 
technologies such as the Akkerman slurry microtunnelling systems to tunnel 
underneath the Sims Bayou to provide clean water for their residents while 
minimising the social and environmental impacts other construction methods can 
impose. As North America’s only manufacturer of slurry microtunnelling equipment, 
Akkerman, Inc. is proud to have been a part of this team and look forward to the 
continued advancement of the industry.

https://www.tracto-technik.com
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for every microtunnelling challenge

www.vmt-microtunnelling.com

https://www.sunbeltrentals.co.uk
http://www.vmt-microtunelling.com


RETURN TO CONTENTS

GF PIPING SYSTEMS’ NEW 
PECUT 1200 CUTTING TOOL

The PECUT 1200 
Cutting Tool.

To address the challenging conditions of installers, the Swiss 
flow solutions provider, GF Piping Systems, has introduced a 
cutting tool that saves time and costs while increasing safety. 
As an expert in plastic piping components, GF Piping Systems strives to 
offer solutions that are not only long-lasting and efficient but also quick 
and easy to install. However, this can only be achieved with installation 
tools that are precise, intuitive, and safe. As a result, GF Piping Systems 
has partnered with TRUMPF, a company that successfully develops and 
produces power tools for the worldwide industrial and construction 
sectors, to introduce the PEcut 1200. >
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The PEcut 1200 is designed to be a comprehensive solution for installing 
polyethylene distribution and cooling systems such as ELGEF Plus, ecoFIT, and 
COOL-FIT. It features a guiding system with a cross-dimensional tensioning 
belt that positions the saw unit at a 90° cutting angle, allowing it to be precisely 
positioned around the circumference of the pipe. Combined with a two-
handed starting system, snap-on locking system, and additional safety sensors, 
the cutting tool ensures a safe and easy operation, even in challenging work 
environments. As the chain and blade do not require any oil, the saw unit 
eliminates the contamination of the subsequent welding zone, leading to 
improved pipe connections.

Additionally, the PEcut 1200 reduces costs as it serves as an all-in-one solution 
for pipe dimensions from 250 to 1,200 mm diameter and wall thicknesses from 
10 mm to 180 mm. The easy on-site handling convinces due to the low weight of 
the components, less than 5 kg in total, and facilitates positioning even in hard-
to-reach places in trenches or on rooftops. Battery-powered operation enables 
electricity on remote sites and guarantees that there are no cables close to the 
blade during operation.

Attila Mehes, Head of CoC Product Management Utility at GF Piping Systems 
sees the new cutting tool as an essential addition to the company’s product 
range. “Piping Systems can only reach their full potential when they are installed 
correctly. With the PEcut 1200, we offer a flexible, compact, and lightweight 
solution, enabling easy installation and, most importantly, operational safety for 
life.” he said.

The PECUT 1200 
Cutting Tool come 
neatly packed into a 
single portable case.
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Keh-Jian (Albert) Shou,
Chairman, ISTT

Hi ISTT Members!
I hope that you enjoyed your New Year holidays. Though 
we experienced the impact of climate change in different 
places, we also had a very different holiday season in the post 
pandemic era. Anyway, I wish you all a prosperous year in 2023!
In 2023, we will have many activities in different regions, including the 
events by Affiliated Societies and ISTT, such as the 4th Trenchless Latin 
America Conference which will be held in Catagena De Indias between 
3 and 5 May, and the Trenchless Asia event which will be held in Kuala 
Lumpur between 17 and 18 May. For the former, it will be the first event 
since the Latin American Society for Trenchless Technology was formed, 
and the latter will provide a good opportunity for business in this emerging 
market area. I believe both of them will be full of attendees.

In addition, as you know, we will have our International No-Dig 2023 in 
Expo Santa Fe, Mexico City, Mexico, between 17 and 19 October, 2023. 
The preparation is well underway. Please kindly check the deadlines for the 
paper submissions and exhibition booth reservation. Furthermore, I believe 
it will be a successful event with a big congregation of attendees and 
exhibitors, even better that the International No-Dig Helsinki event in 2022.

Again, I would like to let you know that we are now reviewing and updating 
the ISTT awards and plan to have more awards in the coming International 
No-Dig events. So please kindly check our website or announcements 
and prepare to submit your applications. In addition, we also plan to have 
more regional activities as grant programmes, with twice the support 
funding in 2023. Please kindly keep watching and take advantage of our 
new developments, and feel free to provide us with your comments of 
suggestions. 

I wish you, your family, and your colleagues a 

Happy Rabbit Year!

With my best wishes,

Keh-Jian (Albert) Shou

Chairman, ISTT
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Conference and Exhibition
17-18 October 2023
Expo Santa Fe, Mexico

International No-Dig Mexico is the major 
annual international gathering for trenchless 
technologists to meet and discuss the latest 
industry developments.
•	Reach	new	markets	at	this	major	event	targeting	influential	
audiences	to	be	drawn	from	Latin	and	North	American	
markets,	as	well	as	attendees	from	further	afield

•	An	opportunity	to	display	and	demonstrate	products	to	a	
highly	targeted	audience

•	Ensure	your	brand	has	a	profile	in	the	presence	of	the	
industry’s	premier	decision	makers

•	Take	a	leadership	position	and	play	a	major	role	within	the	
Trenchless/No-Dig	sector

•	Be	part	of	the	region’s	only	industry	specific	exhibition	and	
conference	with	a	proven	track	record	that	truly	demonstrates	
Trenchless/No-Dig	technology	and	its	capabilities

•	Be	seen	alongside	influential	supporters	representing	 
Latin	America

To be amongst the worlds leading providers and show your  
innovations, book a stand at International No-Dig Mexico.
Sponsorship opportunities available!
Contact	Paul	Harwood	at	pharwood@westrade.co.uk	or	+44	(0)	1923	723990

www.no-digmexico.com

Organised by Supported by Official Media Partner

BOOK YOUR STAND TODAY

http://www.no-digmexico.com
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John Hemphill.
In many ways, John Hemphill’s professional background put 
him on a path to Trenchless and ISTT. He began his career as 
a civil engineer with local governments in the US, where he 
worked on urban infrastructure improvements. He took his 
technical expertise to the US Federal Government and then to 
the International Energy Agency in Paris, where he worked with 
delegates from member countries to set sound energy policies 
and programmes.
John was later chosen to be the first Congressional Fellow for the American 
Society of Civil Engineers where he participated on behalf of the engineering 
profession in the development of transportation and infrastructure 
legislation in the US. Furthermore, as a management consultant, he studied 
and recommended trenchless methods for installation of underground 
utility services by a US city. >
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ISTT LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD – JOHN HEMPHILL
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John and Trenchless formally came together in 1998, when he 
became a member of the North American Society for Trenchless 
Technology team. He soon became NASTT’s Executive Director. 
With his leadership, NASTT expanded its education and training 
programmes and developed the first Good Practices Guidelines. 
Society membership expanded and the groups’ annual No-Dig Show 
also grew in size and scope.

John became the Executive Director of the International Society 
for Trenchless Technology in 2008. He continued to advocate for 
expanding the reach of trenchless through education and training. 
ISTT introduced Masterclasses, modelled after NASTT training, 
as a means of spreading the benefits of trenchless worldwide. 
In addition, ISTT introduced a grant programme to support 
education and training programmes of member societies. The grant 
programme, which continues today, provides financial support 
to member societies for their outreach efforts and serves as an 
incentive for the creation of trenchless training globally.

John received NASTT’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2012 and 
became a member of the NASTT Hall of Fame in 2017. He is a civil 
engineering graduate of the University of Oklahoma with a Masters 
of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Maryland. He 
resides with his wife, Holly, an attorney, now retired, in Arlington, 
Virginia USA.

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

Left: John with Kyoko Kondo, 
Program Director ISTT and (right) 
with Jari Kaukonen, Immediate 
Past Chair of ISTT.
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Austrian Association for Trenchless 
Technology (AATT)
c/o TU Wien Resselgasse 5, 
1040 Wien, Austria
Phone: +43 664 5184084
Email: office@grabenlos.at
Web: www.grabenlos.at

Brazilian Association for Trenchless 
Technology (ABRATT)
Alameda Santos, 1773 – Jardim  
Paulista Sao Paulo 
01419-002 Brazil
Phone: +55 11 983893450
Email: hrosas@abratt.org.br
Web: www.abratt.org.br

Australasian Society for Trenchless 
Technology (ASTT)
18 Frinton Place Greenwood, 
6024, WA, Australia
Phone: +61 (0)8 9420 2826
Email: jeffpace@astt.com.au
Web: www.astt.com.au

Bulgarian Association for Trenchless 
Technology (BATT)
Kaprinka Lake Village Kazanlak
6100, Bulgaria
Phone: +359 2 4901381
Email: info@batt-bg.org
Web: www.batt-bg.org

China Hong Kong Society for 
Trenchless Technology (CHKSTT)
Tsimshatsui Post Office 91499 Kowloon 
Hong Kong
Phone: +852 9201 1952
Email: chkstt@gmail.com
Web: www.chkstt.org

China Society of Geology – Trenchless 
Technology Committee (CSTT)
Xicheng District Room 151, 26 
Baiwanzhuang Street, Xicheng District, 
Beijing 100037 China (PR)
Phone: +86 10 6899 2605
Email: yan64843889@126.com 
Web: www.cstt.org

Chinese Taipei Society for Trenchless 
Technology (CTSTT)
3F, No 92, Roosevelt Rd., Sec. 4, 
Zhongzheng Dist, Taipei City, 100 
Taiwan
Phone: +886 2 2362 0939
Email: zoradcrc@gmail.com
Web: www.ctstt.org.tw/en_index.asp

Czech Society for Trenchless 
Technology (CzSTT)
Bezova 1658/1 ,147 14 Praha 4 Czech 
Republic
Phone: +420 244 062 722
Email: office@czstt.cz
Web: www.czstt.cz

Danish Society for Trenchless 
Technology – NoDig Infra (DKSTT)
Odinsvej 29 Silkeborg Denmark
Phone: +45 50894489
Email: tina@juul-consult.dk
Web: www.nodiginfra.dk/nodig-infra/
startside

Finnish Society for Trenchless 
Technology (FISTT)
c/o Sari Pietilä, Haapasuonkankaantie 10
90830 Haukipudas, Finland
Phone: +358 504132484
Email: info@fistt.net
Web: www.fistt.net

French Society for Trenchless 
Technology (FSTT)
4 rue des Beaumonts, F-94120 
Fontenay Sous Bo, France
Phone: +33 1 53 99 90 20
Email: contact@fstt.org 
Web: www.fstt.org

German Society for Trenchless 
Technology (GSTT)
Kurfürstenstr. 129 (Building: 
German construction association) 
Berlin, Germany
Phone: +49 30 81 45 59 84
Email: beyer@gstt.de
Web: www.gstt.de

Italian Association of Trenchless 
Technology (IATT)
Via Ruggero Fiore, 41 Rome Italy
Phone: +39 06 39721997
Email: iatt@iatt.info
Web: www.iatt.it

Iberian Society for Trenchless 
Technology (IBSTT)
C/ Josefa Valcarcel, 8 – 3a 
PTLA 28027, Madrid, Spain
Phone: +34 913 202 884
Email: ibstt@ibstt.org
Web: www.ibstt.org
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Japan Society for Trenchless 
Technology (JSTT)
3rd Floor, Reed-C Bldg., 2-11-18, 
Tomioka, Koto-ku, Tokyo 135-0047 Japan
Phone: +81 3 5639 9970
Email: office@jstt.jp
Web: www.jstt.jp

Latin American Society for 
Trenchless Technology (LAMSTT)
Medellín Highway (Calle 80) KM3.5 
via Bogotá-Siberia south side, Bogotá 
Terrestrial Cargo Terminal, Office C-12, 
Cota – Cundinamarca, Colombia
Phone: +57 1 8764675
Email: cistt.arlex.toro@lamstt.org
Web: www.lamstt.org

Malaysia Association for Trenchless 
Technologies (MATT)
No 44, Jalan Dungun, Damansara Heights, 
Kuala Lumpur 50490 Malaysia
Email: trenchless@matt.org.my
Web: www.matt.org.my

North American Society for 
Trenchless Technology (NASTT)
22722 29th Drive SE, STE 100,  
Bothell, WA 98021
Phone: +1 888 993 9935
Email: info@nastt.org
Web: www.nastt.org

Netherlands Society for Trenchless 
Technology (NSTT)
Postbus 79, 3769 ZH Soesterberg, 
Netherlands
Phone: +31 346 723450
Email: info@nstt.nl
Web: www.nstt.nl

Polish Foundation for Trenchless 
Technology (PFTT)
Ul. Warkocz 14, 25 - 253 Kielce, Poland
Phone: +48 41 34 24 450
Email: parkaa@tu.kielce.pl
Web: www.pftt.pl

The Russian Society Trenchless 
Technology Association (RSTT)
Severny proezd 12, Balashikha Moscow 
region, Russian Federation
Phone: +7 (495) 521 78 82
Email: gnb.06@mail.ru
Web: www.s-gnb.ru 

Southern African Society for 
Trenchless Technology (SASTT)
1053 Hyde Avenue, Eldoraigne ext 1,
Centurion Gauteng, South Africa
Phone: +27 (0) 82 551 7458
Email: director@sastt.org.za
Web: www.sastt.org.za

Singapore Society for Trenchless 
Technology (SgSTT)
84 Toh Guan Road East, Singapore Water 
Exchange , #02-02 608501, Singapore
Phone: +(65) 97124054
Email: singaporestt@gmail.com
Web: www.sgstt.org.sg

Scandinavian Society for Trenchless 
Technology (SSTT)
Gezelius väg 12, 134 31 Gustavsberg 
Sweden
Phone: +46(0) 70 438 01 54
Email: Kontakt@sstt.se
Web: www.sstt.se

Trenchless Romania Club 
Kucukbakkalkoy Mah. Ali Ay Sok. 
No:3/2 Roma Street, No. 16, District 1 
Bucharest Romania
Phone: + 40724 550 830
Email: maria.nae@trenchlessromania.ro 
Web: www.trenchlessromaniaclub.ro

Turkish Society for Infrastructure 
and Trenchless Technology (TSITT)
Kucukbakkalkoy Mah. Ali Ay Sok. No:3/2 
Atasehir 34750 Istanbul, Turkey
Phone: +90 216 469 75 65
Fax: +90 216 469 75 69
Email: info@akated.com
Web: www.akated.com

Ukraine Association for Modern 
Trenchless Technology (UAMTT)
83A Srednyaya Str., Odessa 65005 Ukraine
Phone: +380 50 3953280 
Email: trenchless.as@novatec.ua
Web: www.no-dig.odessa.ua

United Kingdom Society for 
Trenchless Technology (UKSTT)
Camden House, Warwick Road, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 1TH, UK
Phone: +44 (0)192 651 3773
Email: admin@ukstt.org.uk
Web: www.ukstt.org.uk
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http://www.no-dig.odessa.ua
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http://www.trenchlessromaniaclub.ro
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Trenchless Works the official magazine of the ISTT is delighted 
to announce that non-native English speakers can now submit 
trenchless articles in their language, and the Trenchless Works 
team will translate and review the article for publishing. This should 
enable ISTT societies the opportunity to contribute to the Trenchless 
Works platform more freely by removing any language barriers. The 
translation service is free for ISTT/affiliated society members only. 
We have also made it easier to submit your article online via the ISTT website, 
please click this link to find out more and make  submission. Trenchless Works 
is always looking for articles/events around the globe. Please encourage your 
members to submit articles - don’t let the language be your barrier!!

www.istt.com/main/task.announcement/
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International Exhibition and Conference featuring:
• No-Dig (NDRC) Technology
• Underground Infrastructure
• Pipeline Technologies
• Underground Utilities

Be part of the Egypt infrastructure development  
project, book your stand today

• In excess of $400 billion planned construction  
& Infrastructure Projects

• A forecasted population in excess of 128 million by 2030
• Ageing infrastructure
• Forecasted to be the 7th World’s largest economy by 2030

TRENCHLESS EGYPT
Part of the Trenchless Middle East Portfolio

INTERCONTINENTAL CITYSTARS CAIRO  
6-7 NOVEMBER 2023

 www.trenchlessegypt.com

Organised by Supported by

Contact: Paul Harwood or Stuart Hillyard
Email: pharwood@westrade.co.uk or shillyard@westrade.co.uk  Telephone: +44 (0)1923 723990

Media PartnerOfficial Media Partner

http://www.trenchlessegypt.com
http://www.trenchlessegypt.com
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Matthew Izzard, Executive Director, 
North American Society for Trenchless 
Technology (NASTT)

2023 is a unique year for NASTT with a major 
trenchless technology conference in each of the three 
countries we represent. The 32nd No-Dig Show arrives 
in Portland, Oregon in April, before the International 
No-Dig Show in Mexico City and No-Dig North in 
Edmonton, Canada, both in October.
With over 5,000 people engaging with exhibitors and sponsors 
at these and our Regional Chapter events and Good Practice 
training courses, the demand for education and knowledge of 
trenchless technology utilisation and innovation in both major 
new infrastructure installation projects, as well as the ever-
increasing demand for rehabilitation and capacity in existing 
networks, has never been greater.

To make the most of those opportunities and networking 
connections is a continual process of reinvestment and 
improvement by NASTT to ensure our delivery when engaging 
key decision makers enables the primary consideration of 
suitable use of trenchless technology in both established and 
developing markets.

The newly elected 2023 NASTT Board of Directors holds its first 
meeting soon to lay out the programme for the year ahead. As 
we welcome in a new Board, Executive and Chair we would like 
to recognise the contribution of Craig Vandaelle (Michels) as 
outgoing ISTT Representative. As part of the NASTT Leadership 
Succession Plan Craig steps down after several years’ 
service to NASTT, including guiding the organisation as Chair 
through the global pandemic to create a strong foundation 
for the future. His work has been central in building strong 
relationships and cooperation between ISTT and NASTT, 
improving us both as organisations. He is succeeded by 
Alan Goodman who is already active on ISTT committees 
and continuing the support we provide each other. We also 
recognise the contribution to NASTT and ISTT by Dr John 
Matthews (Louisiana Tech) who steps down after six years on 
the NASTT Board and continues his involvement on various 
committees. Congratulations on also being nominated 2023 
Trenchless Technology Person of the Year! 

Each year Education Funding is specifically allocated by 
the NASTT Board of Directors to developing our student 
programme, educational offerings and scholarship 
programmes. This continually expanding programme allows 
our members to contribute in their areas of expertise, 
including working on service committees as well as with our 
Regional and Student Chapters to further grow awareness of 
trenchless technology. >

TM
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Matthew Izzard, Executive Director, 
North American Society for Trenchless 
Technology (NASTT)

This includes an annual review of each of our Good Practice 
training courses and publications, with a new commitment to 
produce two updated editions and a new publication/course 
annually. These courses are provided both on an attended 
and virtual basis and are available for registration globally. 
Further information on upcoming courses is available at 
https://nastt.org/training/events/. Member rates are available 
for all NASTT and ISTT Affiliated Society members and are 
also provided as pre- and post-courses at NASTT’s No-Dig 
Show, No-Dig North and Regional Chapter events.     

In April NASTT’s 2023 No-Dig Show, is being held in Portland, 
Oregon. The three-day event, full technical programme, 
awards, auction and casino night has drawn the highest 
number of registrations to the Municipal & Public Works 
Scholarship ever received, engaging owners directly in 
providing trenchless technology knowledge, education and 
networking opportunities. This important programme is part 
of the continued popular attendance and highlight in the 
trenchless calendar. Further programme details can be found 
at www.nodigshow.com and register as an exhibitor, sponsor, 
presenter, moderator, or delegate. 

We look forward to seeing you there.

TM
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NORTH AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGY

 February 2023

Upcoming CONFERENCES, 
COURSES & EVENTS

A P R I L  3 0 - M A Y  4  |  P O R T L A N D ,  O R

NASTT 2023 No-Dig Show

Connecting Trenchless Contractors 
with Municipal & Public Utility Design Makers 
Doing business with municipal agencies and public utilities is crucial to the trenchless 
industry. NASTT’s Municipal & Public Utility Scholarship brings hundreds of decision 
maker agency representatives in-person to the No-Dig Show. Since its inception,  
over 2,000 delegates have been onsite looking for solutions to their infrastructure  
challenges that you can provide. 

In 2023, we have a record-breaking number of Municipalities being awarded the 
NASTT Municipal Scholarship. Be sure to register to secure these future customers! 

Visit nodigshow.com for more information.

NETWORKING EVENTS  |  EXHIBIT HALL  |   TECHNICAL SESSIONS

Visit  nastt.org and nodigshow.com  to learn more

The No-Dig Show is the trenchless industry’s flagship 
educational and networking event. Each year No-Dig 
attendees are privileged to the best industry-related  
content and access to the leading companies and  
individuals in trenchless technology.

• Engaging networking programs & events
• Prestigious industry related awards
• Technical papers & presentations
• Large exhibition hall
• Specialized trenchless training courses

EDUCATIONAL & NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT

February 22-23
CIPP Good Practices Course 
VIRTUAL
March 29-30
HDD Good Practices Course 
VIRTUAL
April 30, 2023
Introduction to Trenchless Technology –  
New Installations Good Practices Course 
Portland, Oregon
April 30, 2023
Introduction to Trenchless Technology –  
Rehabilitation Good Practices Course 
Portland, Oregon
April 30 - May 4, 2023
NASTT 2023 No-Dig Show 
Portland, Oregon
May 3, 2023
Municipal Sewer Grouting Good Practices Course 
Portland, Oregon
May 3-4, 2023
CIPP Good Practices Course 
Portland, Oregon
May 3-4, 2023
HDD Good Practices Course 
Portland, Oregon
May 3-4, 2023
New Installation Methods Good Practices Course 
Portland, Oregon
May 3-4, 2023
Pipe Bursting Good Practices Course 
Portland, Oregon
June 28-29
New Installation Methods Good Practices Course 
VIRTUAL
September 28
Trenchless for the Gas Industry Good  
Practices Course 
VIRTUAL
October 17-18, 2023
ISTT International No-Dig Mexico  
Mexico City
November 16
Municipal Sewer Grouting Good Practices Course 
VIRTUAL
December 13-14
Pipe Bursting Good Practices Course 
VIRTUAL
April 15-17, 2024
NASTT 2024 No-Dig Show 
Providence, Rhode Island
March 30 – April 3, 2025
NASTT 2025 No-Dig Show 
Denver, Colorado

For more information and the latest course 
offerings, visit nastt.org/training/events. 

Register Now

http://www.nastt.org
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WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 

Ian Ramsay, Chair, UKSTT

Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you had a good break 
over the festive time and are refreshed ready for the New 
Year. 

This year the UKSTT has some very exciting plans. Alongside 
Westrade Group, we are planning a series of No-Dig 
roadshows with the first one being held in Dublin, Ireland on 
21 March. There will be a programme of great presentations 
and an exhibition area where members can have a stand at 
a discounted price. Demand is high as the market is growing 
and it has been a while since we were there. Please contact 
us if you would like more details.

One issue that has always been a problem in the industry is 
sewer spills into rivers. Many high-profile figures have spoken 
about this. It effects fishing, environmental stability, quality of 
life and reflects poorly on the area. There are many reasons 
behind this, however under-investment by Water Companies 
is a contributory factor. This was also seen during last year’s 
long, hot summer where treatment plants failed and the 
Water Companies had to provide drinking water to the 
residents of some villages due to these failures.

This is not acceptable, especially when we know the issues 
and the trenchless industry has the products, skill and 
innovation to correct these problems. During 2023 we plan to 
hold events, presentations and engage further with the Water 
Companies and authorities to lobby for more investment. 
Some high-profile people from the entertainment industry 
carry a lot of weight and we are planning to use their visibility 
as well as our own contacts to start the discussions. I will 
keep everyone posted.

Please feel free to contact the UKSTT if you have any 
thoughts or ideas. We really enjoy engaging with our 
members and will reach out to you.

Again, I wish you all a prosperous and healthy new year.

Ian Ramsay
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We are delighted to announce the launch  
of our 2023 No-Dig Roadshows! 

The No-Dig Road Show series is organised by Westrade Group Ltd and supported by the United Kingdom Society for Trenchless Technology (UKSTT)

NO-DIG ROADSHOWS 2023

www.nodigroadshows.co.uk | +44 (0)1923 723 990 | Kathryn Boi kboi@westrade.co.uk 

To book please contact: 
Gary King, gking@westrade.co.uk or +44 (0)1923 723 990

Organised by Supported by

The No-Dig Roadshow series of one day events include an integrated 
exhibition and conference programme, providing visitors and suppliers an 
opportunity to participate in high-quality forums on trenchless technology, 
join with utility supporters and meet a new audience at each location.

In 2023 we’re excited to travel around the UK and Ireland providing 
multiple opportunities for both exhibitors and visitors to join with utility 
supporters, hear their plans first-hand and network with them directly.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE FOLLOWING EVENTS:

NO-DIG ROADSHOW DUBLIN  
Tuesday 21 March 2023
NO-DIG ROADSHOW GLASGOW  
Thursday 15 June 2023
NO-DIG ROADSHOW & UKSTT ANNUAL 
AWARDS IN SOUTH WALES  
Tuesday 21 November 2023

Official Media Partner

https://www.nodigroadshows.co.uk
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UKSTT CELEBRATES 30 YEARS OF 
PROMOTING TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGY! 

“This year, 2023, marks 30 years since the United 
Kingdom Society of Trenchless Technology 
(UKSTT) was founded. A huge milestone, I am 
sure you will agree. I have served the company 
for a third of its history and it is a great honour 
and privilege, both personally and professionally, 
to be a part of its future. As we look forward to a 
fourth decade and consider the challenges and 
opportunities the UK faces in the 2020’s, it is good 
to look back, taking time to reflect and celebrate 
the UKSTT’s journey so far.” said Lynn Maclachlan, 
Associate Director UKSTT .
The UKSTT journey began with the announcement of 
its formation during the International No-Dig Live show 
that was held in Birmingham in 1993. However, it was 7 
years earlier in 1986 that Ted Flaxman formulated the 
International Society for Trenchless Technology (ISTT) 
and the introduction of the Affiliated Societies followed a 
few years later. The UK-formed committee continued to 
oversee the inclusion of the Affiliated Societies until the 
UKSTT was founded.

During the early years, the secretariat service was delivered 
by UMIST between 1993 and 2001, before briefly passing 
to The Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) from 2001 to 2004. It 
was in 2004 that the Society of British Water & Wastewater 
(SBWWi) took over the running of the Society and continues 
to do so to this day, under the Future Water Association 
management. UKSTT will become independent in May this 
year and looks forward to the challenge ahead. 

The UKSTT Council consists of between 5 and 20 charity 
trustees, who all dedicate their time and expertise 
to oversee the running of the organisation. It can be 
demanding, especially as all Board Members, including 
the Chair, are unpaid volunteers. Without their selfless 
commitment the society simply could not operate. >

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

Lynn Maclachlan, Associate 
Director UKSTT 

Ted Flaxman
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Society Chairs
The duration for each appointed Chair is two years. The only exception to this rule 
was during the COVID pandemic, when Dawn Greig extended her term by another 
year. On occasion, we have been honoured with the same Chair taking on another 
term:

• 1993 to 1995 Bill Dickens

• 1995 to 1997 Richard Fraser

• 1997 to 1999 Martin Kane

• 1999 to 2001 Dec Downey

• 2001 to 2003 Norman Howell

• 2003 to 2005 Jon Boon

• 2005 to 2007 Russell Fairhurst

• 2007 to 2009 Steve Kent

• 2009 to 2011 Colin Tickle

• 2011 to 2013  Russell Fairhurst

• 2013 to 2015    Ian Ramsay

• 2015 to 2017    Ian Vickridge

• 2017 to 2019    Matthew Izzard

• 2019 to 2022      Dawn Greig

• 2022 Current Chair  Ian Ramsay

UKSTT has achieved this milestone through the hard work and dedication of all 
of the Trustees, past and present, who have contributed significantly towards the 
organisation we have today. The continuation of the Society is also largely thanks 
to its 150 members, who have supported the UKSTT since its inauguration and 
who continue to support on a daily basis. >

https://www.tracto-technik.com
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UKSTT Today
Today, UKSTT’s mission remains the same, to advance the science and practice of 
trenchless technology for the public benefit and to promote education, training, 
study and research in the practice and to publish the results. Its tagline is “Think 
Trenchless First” which is what we would like all companies to do before deciding 
to dig. 

Over the years, we have continued to support our members by providing 
technical advice through our team of experts and by helping to keep the supply 
chain connected. Our efforts supporting the Young Professionals in the industry, 
through our annual awards ceremony and subsequent £2,000 bursary that is 
award to the winner, is something the organisation is incredibly proud of. The 
bursary is used to fund travel and accommodation to any part of the world, 
to allow the winner to undertake further research into their chosen area of 
Trenchless Technology.

Ian Ramsay, current Chair of the UKSTT reflected: “Education has been an 
integral part of the Society, the development of Masterclasses, giving a detailed 
understanding of a trenchless technique or procedure by experts, has really 
supported this educational programme. Roadshows, taking education, local case 
studies and latest innovations around the country, are often held at the Water 
Authority or asset owner, which has opened the discussion up further. These are 
continuing to be well supported by members and are a vital part of our calendar 
of events.”

Like everyone, we have had high highs and lows over the years, but we would like 
to think that we have learned from every experience we have had and have grown 
into a mature business that has much to look forward to as we step into our 
fourth decade. >

https://www.tracto-technik.com
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There is no doubt that we managed to grow primarily because of our hard-
working Council and dedicated members. There have been many challenges 
along the way, but we could not have made it this far without the support 
and trust of our staff, Council, Members and Associates who have shared our 
passion to take on big challenges and achieve lasting results.

Dawn Greig, Immediate Past Chair of UKSTT said: “Lynn Maclachlan, Associate 
Director, oversees all aspects of the day to day running of the Society, along 
with Linda Lamb, who is our Membership Engagement Manager. With Lynn at 
the helm, the UKSTT has gone from strength to strength and we are incredibly 
lucky to have her. Having a constant, despite the ever-changing nature of the 
Council, has really helped us achieve more.”

Last, but by no means least, as an organisation that has run for 30 years, 
we understand the importance of establishing a collaborative partnership 
that adds significant value to the UKSTT. Thank you to Westrade Group for 
its dedication, professional expertise and skills in helping us achieve our 
objectives around the world.

Looking Forward
The urgency of addressing climate change and biodiversity loss is very real and 
is being further undermined by challenges of energy security and inflation. 

UKSTT will remain at the centre of the action, remaining focused on promoting 
the benefits of trenchless technologies, not only for the environment or 
local eco systems but for everyone involved, from the workforce to the 
general public. We will accomplish this through sustainable impact, effective 
collaboration, lasting partnerships and knowledge transference. Our main 
focus has always been to support and engage our membership. Please contact 
us with any ideas or thoughts you may have about the Society, we look forward 
to hearing from you. Here’s to the next 30 years!

“UKSTT will remain at the centre of the action, remaining 
focused on promoting the benefits of trenchless 
technologies, not only for the environment or local eco 
systems but for everyone involved, from the workforce 
to the general public. We will accomplish this through 
sustainable impact, effective collaboration, lasting 
partnerships and knowledge transference.”

https://www.tracto-technik.com
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International No-Dig events brought to you by the industry's world experts

NO-DIG EVENTS
NO-DIG ROADSHOW DUBLIN 2023  
21 March 2023  
The Castlenock Hotel, Dublin, Ireland 
www.nodigroadshows.co.uk 

TRENCHLESS ASIA 2023 
17-18 May 2023 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Malaysia
www.trenchlessasia.com

NO-DIG ROADSHOW GLASGOW 2023 
15 June 2023 
DoubleTree by Hilton Westerwood Spa & Golf Resort, Glasgow, Scotland
www.nodigroadshows.co.uk 

INTERNATIONAL NO-DIG MEXICO 2023 
ISTT’s 39th International No-Dig Conference and Exhibition 
17-18 October 2023 
Expo Santa Fe, Mexico
www.no-digmexico.com

TRENCHLESS EGYPT 2023 
Part of the Trenchless Middle East Portfolio  
6-7 November 2023 
InterContinental Citystars Cairo
www.trenchlessegypt.com

NO-DIG ROADSHOW SOUTH WALES 2023 
21 November 2023 
Newport, South Wales
www.nodigroadshows.co.uk 

INTERNATIONAL NO-DIG DUBAI 2024 
ISTT’s 40th International No-Dig Conference and Exhibition 
18-19 November 2024 
Dubai World Trade Centre, Dubai



EVENTS AND MEETINGS

2023
March 21: No-Dig RoadShow Dublin 
The Castlenock Hotel, Dublin, Ireland 
Details from: www.nodigroadshows.co.uk 

April 30-May 4: NASTT 2023 No-Dig Show 
Portland, Oregon 
Details from: www.nastt.org/no-dig-show/

May 17-18: Trenchless Asia 2023  
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Malaysia.  
Details from: www.trenchlessasia.com

May 24-26 May: Italia No-Dig Live 2023 
Novegro Exhibition Park 
Details from: www.iatt.it/en/2022/09/italia-no-dig-live-2023/

June 15: No-Dig RoadShow Glasgow 
DoubleTree by Hilton Westerwood Spa & Golf Resort, 
Glasgow, Scotland 
Details from: www.nodigroadshows.co.uk 

October 17-19: International No-Dig Mexico 2023 
ISTT’s 39th International No-Dig Conference and Exhibition 
Expo Santa Fe, Mexico 
Details from: www.no-digmexico.com/ 

1-3 November, 2023: 18th International ACUUS Conference   
Singapore 
Details from: www.acuus.org

6-7 November 2023: Trenchless Egypt 2023 
InterContinental Citystars Cairo 
Details from: www.trenchlessegypt.com

November 1-2: No-Dig Turkey 2023 Conference and 
Exhibition 
Darulbedai Cad. No 4 Harbiye Sisli,  
Istanbul 34367, Turkey

 
November 8-9: STUVA-Expo 2023 in Munich 
Messe München, Messegelände, Hall C1 
81823 München, Germany 
Details from: www.stuva-expo.de/en/start-
stuva-expo-2023.html

November 21: No-Dig RoadShow South 
Wales 
Newport, South Wales 
Details from: www.nodigroadshows.co.uk 

2024
18-19 November: International No-Dig 
Dubai 2024 
ISTT’s 40th International No-Dig Conference  
and Exhibition 
Dubai World Trade Centre, Dubai

If you have an event, course or 
meeting scheduled and would 
like to add it to this listing  
please forward details to: 
editorial@trenchless-works.com
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